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DOIT

By Capt Terryi J. Schwalier
9 AF/SEF
Shaw AFB, SC

i

canopy losses have plagued
the Phantom since it first rolled
off the assembly line. Would
you believe that in the last ten
years over 250 Air Force F/RF-
4 aviators have landed. wishing
their “off we go” thoughts on
takeoff hadn't included the
canppy. The &minous thing
about canopy losses is that the
trend is going the wrong way -
from 8 in 1972 to 19 in 1975.
Besides being dangerous, this
gets expensive - especially
when we shell odut ap-

HANTONM BLOL

proximately
canopy.

Ninth Air Force Safety
recently conducted a study On
the canopy loss problem and
came up with some pretty sig-
nificant findings. So. get your
self some coffes, prop your feet
up, and get ready for a new ap-
preach to an old subject.

We'll use 1972 as a
reference. Not because that
was a vintage vear, but because
that's when the McDonnall
Douglas fotks provided us with._
a detailed canopy loss investi

$6.000 per
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WHAT ARE THEY DOING ABOUT IT?

By Capt Dan Brown
HQ TAC/SEF

Have you as a crew member or maintainer
ever read an accident report involving your unit
end said to yourself or a buddy, "Yeah, but when
are they going to fix it?” A recent TIG BRIEF
pointed out that Final Evaluation Letters from
the Air Force Inspection and Safety Center
(AFISC) are an often negiedéted. but uniquely
useful tool. for determining what has resulted
from an accident investigation.

Each unit which experiences a major aircraft
accident will receive a Letter of Final Evaluation.
Those letters are the final word on findings.
causes and recommendations and include the
status of corrective actions taken or pending.

A synopsis of the accident is included for folks
who aren’t familiar with the accident ... like new
people in your outfit. Where can you find these
tetters? Go visit the Safety Officer. He will let you
know the status and/or estimated completion
date for the fix and other corrective actions.

Remember, the only purpose for an aircraft
accident investigation is to determine what
caused the accident. Then necessary actions are
taken so that a similar accident does not oGCur
again. We can all learn from previous accidents.
it doesn't make sensé to “re-invent the wheei”
every few years.
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interest items,
mishaps

with morals,
for the

TAC aircrewman

AIRCREW PRIORITIES

By Maj John Tillander
TAC/DOVF

TAC had a recent major aircraft accident in
which the aircraft was destroyed and the crew
narrowly escaped injury. While the malfunction”™,
which led to the accident may have been pe-
culiar to the aircraft involved. iessons learned
apply to all TAC aircrews.

The minor malfunction which began the series
of events leading to the accident did not require
an immediate landing. Neverthelgss. the time
from the initial cafl to tower with the problem to
ejection on the runway was less than two
minutes. This did not provide time of either the
crew or the supervisor of flying to analyze the
situation and consider aiternate courses of ac-
tion. Fuel, weather. and air traffic wefe not fac-
tors. but the crew eleCted to continue the ap-
proach to a full stop landing. The crew ejected
during the tanding roll when they lost control of
the aircraft.

Aircrews must be aware of the priofities which
have been established in Section |l of each
flight manual: (1) maintain aircraft control: {2}
analyze the situation and take proper action: {3)
land as the situation dictates. When these
priorities are reversed, an accident is probable.
All of the facilities available to a wing to assist a
crew in an emergency. all of the experience,
knowledge and procedures. are of no use to the
aircrew ... Unless they take the time to reques*—
help.
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n bBroke into an embarrassed grin and

Maior Jinkd Gitiar sat 3t his desk BIT
.d up. "Bucky! Hey, man, it's good to see

the draft of the report for the old man. He

startled by a voice from the office doorway. you hgain. | heard you were coming up here.’
Hey. Major, how do | get out of thas chicksn The two shook hands warmly and Jinks guided
outfit?” Captain Buckingham to the corner of his offica,
Jinks looked up. irritated at the interruption where a coffeemaker had just signaled the com
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TOTAL ACFT. ACCIDENTS

MAJOR ACFT. ACCIDENTS

AIRCREW FATALITIES
TOTAL EJECTIONS

SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS

| thra MAR

[FIGHTER/RECCE WINGS

OTHER UNITS

136 ARW  ANG.

127 TFW

135 TASGP  ANG

182 TASGP ANG

31 TFW

126 ARW  ANG

MAIOR ACCIDENT COMPARISON RATE 75/76

67 TRW

TAC 507 TAIRCG TAC

(BASED OGN ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)

TAB 16 | 2.9 8.6
_ANG 16 10.5{ 5.0
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